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Carol Sanger 
Columbia Law School 448 Riverside Drive, Apt. 122 
435 West 116th Street New York, NY 10027 
New York, NY 10027 212-531-4929  
212-854-5478  
csanger@law.columbia.edu 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS   
 

Barbara Aronstein Black Professor of Law, Columbia Law School, 1996-present  
Current Subjects: 

Contracts; Introduction to American Law (LLMs); American Contract Law (LLMs); Meanings of Motherhood: 
Legal and Historical Perspectives (seminar); Women in the Legal Profession; Abortion: Law in Context 
(seminar) Gender, Law and Equality; Reproductive Rights and Practices; Family Law  

Honors and Awards: 
The Green Bag Award for Exemplary Legal Writing, 2013; Innovations in Scholarship Award, Center for 
Reproductive Rights, 2011; Myra Bradwell Prize, 2010 (for work on behalf of women); Outstanding Public 
Interest Faculty of the Year, 2010; Willis Reese Distinguished Teaching Prize, 2007; Columbia University 
Presidential Teaching Award, 2001 

 
Austin Wakeman Scott Visiting Professor of Law, Harvard Law School, Spring 2018  
 
Visiting Professor of Law, William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawaii at Manoa, January 2017 
 
Visiting Professor, Faculty of Law, Oxford University, 2010-2013  
 
Visiting Professor, Columbia Law School, 1994-1996 
 
Visiting Professor, Stanford Law School, Stanford, California, 1991-1992 
 
Professor, Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, California, 1988-1996; Associate Professor, 1985-1988; Visiting 

Professor, 1981-1985 
 
Assistant Professor, University of Oregon Law School, Eugene, Oregon 1979-1981 
 

 
EDUCATION  

Juris Doctor cum laude University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan May 1976 
  
Bachelor of Arts in History Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massachusetts April 1970 
Honors: Phi Beta Kappa, Durant Scholar  

 
FELLOWSHIP AND RESEARCH POSITIONS  

Senior Research Fellow, Mansfield College, Oxford University, 2015; Elected Honorary Fellow, 2017 
Senior Visiting Research Fellow, Rothermere American Institute, Oxford University, 2015  
Visiting Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford University, 2014-2015  
Visiting Plumer Fellow, St. Anne's College, Oxford, Michaelmas Term 2008 
Fellow, Program in Law and Public Affairs, Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University, 2003-2004 
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WORK IN PROGRESS 
Narratives of Fetal Life and Death: Legislating in Implausible Times, Boston University Law Review (forthcoming 
2019) 

 
BOOKS 

About Abortion: Terminating Pregnancy in Twenty-First Century America (Belknap Press, Harvard University 
Press, 2017) 

Cases and Materials on Contracts, 8th Edition (with Professors Farnsworth, Cohen, Brooks, and Garvin, 2013)  
Family Law Stories (Foundation Press, 2007) (anthology of essays on twelve significant family law cases) 
Gender and Rights (with Deborah Rhodes, eds.) The International Library of Essays in Law and Legal Theory, 

Second Series (Ashgate/Dartmouth, 2005)  
 
BOOK CHAPTERS (Selected)  

“Contracting for Motherhood: Post-adoption Visitation Agreements” in Reassembling Motherhood: Procreation 
and Care in a Globalized World (Yasmine Ergas, Jane Jenson, and Sonya Michel, eds, Columbia University 
Press, 2017)  

“Acquiring Children Contractually: Relational Contracts at Work at Home” in Revisiting the Contracts Scholarship 
of Stewart Macaulay (Jean Braucher, John Kidwell and William C Whitford, eds, Hart Publishing, 2013) 

“Legislating with Affect: Emotion and Legislative Law-Making,” in NOMOS LIII: Passions and Emotions (NYU Press, 
2012) 

“Developing Markets in Baby-Making: In the Matter of Baby M,” in Contract Law Stories (Douglas Baird, ed., 
Foundation Press, 2007) 

“Asserting Rights in the 21st Century” in Gender and Rights (Carol Sanger and Deborah Rhodes, eds., 
Dartmouth/Ashgate, 2005) 

“Consensual Sex and the Limits of Harassment Law” in Directions in Sexual Harassment (Reva Siegel and 
Catherine MacKinnon, eds., Yale University Press, 2003) 

“Leaving Children For Work” in Mother Troubles: Rethinking Contemporary Maternal Dilemmas (Julia Hanigsberg 
and Sara Ruddick, eds., Beacon Press, 1999) 

“Mother From Child: Perspectives on Separation and Abandonment” in Mothers in Law: Feminist Theory and the 
Legal Regulation of Motherhood (Martha Fineman and Isabel Karpin, eds., Gender in Society Series, Columbia 
University Press, 1994) 

““Parent-Child 'Divorce'” in Debating Children's Lives: Current Controversies on Children and Adolescents (Mary 
Anne Mason and Eileen Gambrill, eds., Sage Publications, 1994)  

“Domestic Relations” in Recent Developments in the Law 1980, Oregon Law Institute, 1980 
 
ARTICLES (Selected) (available at http://ssrn.com/author=82862)  

“The Lopsided Harms of Reproductive Negligence,” 118 Columbia Law Review 29 (2017) 
“Closets, Standards, Abortion: A Reply to Professor Pozen,” 35.1 Columbia Journal of Gender and Law 167 (2017) 
“About Abortion: The Complications of the Category,” 54 Arizona Law Review 849 (2013)  
“Bargaining for Motherhood: Postadoption Visitation Agreements,” 41 Hofstra Law Review 309 (2012) 
“'The Birth of Death': Stillborn Birth Certificates and the Problem for Law,” 100 California Law Review 269 

(2012); Green Bag Award for exemplary legal writing, 2013.  
“Integrating Humanities into Family Law and the Problem with Truths Universally Acknowledged,” 3 California 

Law Review Circuit (2012), available at http://scholarship.law.berkeley.edu/clrcircuit/32 
“Decisional Dignity: Teenage Abortion, Bypass Hearings, and the Misuse of Law,” 18 Columbia Journal of Gender 

and Law 409 (2009) 
“Seeing and Believing: Mandatory Ultrasound and the Path to a Protected Choice,” 56 UCLA Law Review 351 

(2008) 
“Developing Markets in Baby-Making: In The Matter of Baby M,” 30 Harvard Journal of Law & Gender 67 (2007) 
“Infant Safe Haven Laws: Legislating in the Culture of Life,” 100 Columbia Law Review 101 (2006)  
“A Case for Civil Marriage,” 27 Cardozo Law Review 1311 (2006) 
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“Regulating Teenage Abortion in the United States: Politics and Policies,” 3 International Journal of Law, Policy 
and the Family (2004) 

“Placing the Adoptive Self,” NOMOS XLIV: Child, Family and State (NYU Press, 2003) 
“(Baby) M is for the Many Things: Why I Start with Baby M,” 44 St. Louis University Law Journal 1443 (2000) 
“Separating from Children,” 96 Columbia Law Review 375 (1996) 
“Girls and the Get-Away: Cars, Culture and The Predicament of Gendered Space,” 144 University of Pennsylvania 

Law Review 705 (1995); reprinted in The Legal Geographies Reader: Law, Power and Space (Blomley, Delaney, 
and Ford, eds., Blackwell Publishers, 2001) 

“Editing,” 82 Georgetown Law Journal 513 (1993) 
“Feminism and Disciplinarity: The Curl of the Petals,” 27 Loyola Los Angeles Law Review 225 (1993) 
“M is For the Many Things,” 1 Southern California Review of Law and Women's Studies 15 (1992); reprinted in 

Feminist Legal Theory, Vol. 2 (D. Kelley Weisberg, ed., Temple University Press, 1996) 
“The Reasonable Woman and the Ordinary Man,” 65 University of Southern California Law Review 
1411 (1992) 
“Minor Changes: Emancipating Children in Modern Times,” 25 Michigan Journal of Law Reform 239 (1991) 
“Statutory Emancipation of Minors: Use and Impact,” 61 American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 540 (1991) (with 

Eleanor Willemsen) 
“Immigration Reform and Control of the Undocumented Family,” 2 Georgetown Immigration Law 
Journal 295 (1987) 
“Day Care Regulation and Religious Exemptions,” monograph, Child Care Law Center, May 1985; reprinted in 

Licensing for Children and Adults (Virginia Commonwealth University, 1985) 
“Regulation of Electroconvulsive Therapy,” 76 Michigan Law Review 363 (1976); reprinted in Law and the Mental 

Health System (Reisner and Slobogin, eds., 1990) 
 
BOOK REVIEW ESSAYS AND ENCYCLOPEDIA  

 
Emancipation, in The Child: An Encyclopedic Companion (Richard Shweder et al, eds., University of Chicago Press, 

2009) 
“Curriculum Vitae (Feminae): Biography and Early American Women Lawyers,” 46 Stanford Law Review 1245 

(1994) (reviewing Jane Friedman’s biography of Myra Bradwell) 
“The Erotics of Torts,” 96 Michigan Law Review 1852 (1998) (reviewing Jane Gallop’s Feminist Accused of Sexual 

Harassment) 
“Feminism at the Millennium,” SIGNS: Journal of Women in Culture and Society (Vol. 26, no. 2, 2001) (reviewing 

three feminist anthologies) “The Role and Reality of Emotions in the Law,” Introduction to Symposium on Law 
and Emotion, 8 William and Mary Journal of Women and the Law 107 (2001) 

“He's Gotta Have It,” 66 University of Southern California Law Review 1221 (1993) (reviewing Richard Posner’s 
Sex and Reason)  

 “Seasoned to the Use,” 87 Michigan Law Review 1338 (1989) (reviewing Presumed Innocent and The Good 
Mother); reprinted as “Less Than Pornography: The Power of Popular Fiction,” in Representing Women: Law, 
Literature, and Feminism (Zipporah Weisman and Susan Heinzelman, eds., Duke University Press, 1995) 

Book review, 16 U.C. Davis Law Review 793 (1983) (reviewing C. Ware, Sharing Parenthood After Divorce)  
 
ARTICLES IN POPULAR PRESS (Selected) 

Secrecy Isn't the Same as Privacy: Why Some Women Don't Talk About Their Abortions, April 13, 2017, 
Cognoscenti (Boston’s NPR Newstation blog); http://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2017/04/13/why-women-
dont-talk-about-abortion-secrecy-privacy-carol-sanger 

Norma McCorvey, Donald Trump and American women today: What it would mean to return to a pre-Roe United 
States, New York Daily News, February 24, 2017; http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/norma-mccorvey-
donald-trump-american-women-today-article-1.2981439 

Abortion Politics in the Age of Zika, U.S. News and World Report, July 7, 2016; 
https://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2016-07-07/the-zika-problem-public-health-runs-smack-into-
politics-of-reproduction 
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“5 Questions on the Supreme Court’s Latest Abortion Case,” Columbia News, February 26, 2016 “Abortion in 
Texas: Does Casey Still Have Content?” Oxford Human Rights Hub, March 17, 2016 “Looking Your Fetus in the 
Eye: Mandatory Ultrasound and the Politics of Abortion,” Dissent Magazine, November 10, 2009 (on-line and 
hard cover). 

“Abandoning Children in Nebraska: Flaws in Laws,” (Letter to the Editor), The Guardian (UK), Tuesday, October 
17, 2008 

“Infant Safe Haven Laws and the Culture of Life,” CONSCIENCE: The Newsjournal of Catholic Opinion, Spring 2007 
“The Needs of Children,” (op-ed on Troxel v. Granville), New York Times, January, 2000  
“Humiliating Choice,” (op-ed on judicial by-pass hearings), Philadelphia Inquirer, June 23, 1999  
“The Future of Roe v. Wade,” Ms. Magazine, January-February, 1998 
“Teenager and Denial,” (op-ed on teen mothers and infant deaths), Newsday, 1997  
“Will VMI Be Used Against Us?” Ms. Magazine, November-December, 1996  
“Caution: Women at Work,” California Lawyer (State Bar Journal), January, 1992 
“Society's Ambivalence Clouds Date Rape Issue,” New York Times, December 8, 1991 (Letter to Editor grumbling 

about article on Katie Roiphe's “Date Rape Hysteria”) 
“Just Say No, Just Hear No,” op-ed Los Angeles Times, April 25, 1991 
Book Review, New York Times, November 11, 1990 (reviewing Marmor, Mashaw, and Harvey’s, America's 

Misunderstood Welfare State) 
“Cash In the Asylum Dividend,” Los Angeles Times, March 9, 1990 (op-ed urging non-politicized asylum 

adjudications) 
“For Legalization to Work, A Humanitarian Measure to Keep Families Together,” op-ed Los Angeles Times, 

Sunday April 3, 1988  
 “New Immigration Law Sacrifices Families” op-ed Los Angeles Times, April 27, 1987 
 

ABOUT ABORTION BOOK EVENTS, REVIEWS AND RESPONSES 
About Abortion, Book Talk, New York Wellesley Club, September 26, 2017  
About Abortion Book Talk and Abortion Rights Discussion, The Strand Bookstore, New York, NY, July 27, 2017 
About Abortion London Book Launch with Kate Greasley, University College London, May 17, 2017   
About Abortion Book Talk, Kramer’s Books, Washington, DC, May 9, 2017  
About Abortion Book Talk, Book Culture, New York, NY April 11, 2017  
About Abortion, New York Book Launch Symposium, Columbia Law School, March 27, 2017  
Symposium on Carol Sanger’s “About Abortion”: Introduction & Commentaries by Naomi Chan & June Carbone, 

David Pozen, Leslie Griffin, Helen Alvare, Khiara Bridges, David Cohen, Linda McClain, Lisa Pruitt, and Rachel 
Rebouche. (See: https://concurringopinions.com/archives/2017/04/will-focusing-on-mens-moral-calculus-
make-abortion-less-about-gender.html) 

 
ENDOWED LECTURES (Selected) 

“Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy: What is the Difference and Why Does It Matter,” The 2018 Lawrence Lader 
Lectureship on Family Planning and Reproductive Rights, The Center for Bioethics, Harvard Medical School, 
May 9, 2018  

“Narratives of Fetal Life and Death,” Annual Distinguished Lecture, Boston University School of Law, February 22, 
2018 

“Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy: What’s the Difference and Why Does it Matter?” Weyrauch Distinguished 
Lecture, University of Florida Law School, March 18, 2015 

“Bargaining for Motherhood: Postadoption Visitation Agreements,” Sidney and Walter Siben Distinguished 
Professorship Lecture in Family Law, Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University, October 24, 2012 

“About Abortion: Meanings and Methodologies,” 32nd Jack and Issac Marks Lecture, University of Arizona Law 
School, Tucson, Arizona, April 4, 2012 

“Abortion and the Visual Construction of Loss,” John W. Fisher II Endowed Lecture in Law and Medicine, 
University of West Virginia, Oct. 30, 2009; Columbia University Fall Feminist Interventions Lecture, Nov. 12, 
2009 

 
OTHER LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS (Selected)   
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Presentation of Grand Rounds, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
Boston MA, April 25, 2018  

“After Repeal: Cautionary Tales from the United States,” The Irish Center for Human Rights, NUI Galway, Ireland, 
March 7, 2018  

“Criminal Abortion in the United States,” Harvard Law School Human Rights Program, March 1, 2018 
“Trapped” screening and commentary on movie “TRAPPED,” Harvard Kennedy School Gender Policy Union, 

February 28, 2018  
“Narratives of Fetal Life and Death,” Faculty Workshop, University of Connecticut Law School, February 15, 2018 
“The Impact of TRAP Laws on Patients and Their Experiences of Care,”  Symposium on Medical and Legal Aspects 

of Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers (TRAP) Laws, University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law, 
December 1, 2017  

“Outdated and Dangerous: New York’s Abortion Laws Are Failing Us,” Panel Discussion with National Institute for 
Reproductive Health, the Center for Gender & Sexuality Law, and IF/When/How, Columbia Law School, 
November 29, 2017  

About Abortion, Princeton University, Program in Law and Public Affairs, Cosponsored with the American Studies 
Program and the Program in Gender and Sexuality, November 16, 2017 

Reproductive Health Act Public Forum with State Senator Liz Kreuger, speaker, CUNY Graduate Center, 
November 14, 2017  

“Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy: What Is The Difference and Why Does It Matter?” Indiana University, Mauer 
School of Law, November 6, 2017 (See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2GzLLN-MYE)  

“Jackson” Screening and Discussion, speaker, Sponsored by Monroe County National Organization for Women, 
Bloomington, Indiana, November 5, 2017  

Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy,”Boston Athaenaeum (See: https://vimeo.com/245067819)  
“Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy,” Faculty workshop, Iowa Law School, October 27, 2017 
“A Woman in Law,” Honoring the Work and Sociological Imagination of Cynthia Fuchs Epstein, CUNY Graduate 

Center, October 20, 2017 
 “Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy,” Faculty workshop, UCLA School of Law, September 22, 2017 
“Privacy/Secrecy: Motivations for Nondisclosure,” La Sapienza, Law Department, Rome, Italy, June 8, 2017  
“Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy: What Is The Difference and Why Does It Matter?” Sussex University, June 7, 

2017  
“The Fetus in Art,” Mansfield College Lecture Series, Oxford University, June 2, 2017  
“Abortion Secrecy, Abortion Privacy,” lecture sponsored by Centre for Gender Studies, University of Cambridge, 

May 25, 2017   
 “What is Abortion About?” Students for Reproductive Choice, Harvard Law School, April 3, 2017  
“The Public Harms of Private Secrecy,” If/When/How, University of Michigan Law School, March 29, 2017  
Keynote Speaker, symposium on Gender, Sexuality and Kinship: Cultural Narratives of Intimacy and their Legal 

Discontents, University of California, Berkeley, March 20, 2017 
Panelist, Conference on Women and Reproduction in American History, New York Historical Society, March 5, 

2017 
Presented Contracting for Abortion, KCON XII Contracts Conference, Southwestern Law School, February 24-25, 

2017 
“Fathers and Fetuses: What Would Men Do?” Mansfield Lecture Series, Oxford University, May 15, 2015 
“Abortion in Twenty-First Century America: What Sustains the Ruckus?” American History Research Seminar, 

Rothermere American Institute, Oxford University, April 28, 2015 
“Product Liability: The Failure of Causation and the Invention of Market Share Liability”; “Dignity and 

Contracting: Capacity, Process and Substance”; “Contracting Between Intimates: A Socio-legal History,” La 
Sapienza, University of Rome, April 21-24, 2015 

“About Abortion: Workshop with Carol Sanger,” All Souls College, Oxford University, May 29, 2014 
“Abortion Privacy/Abortion Secrecy,” Public Lecture at University of Birmingham, April 29, 2014; 

(See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL6tN-krs0E) 
“Negotiating Identities: Social and Legal Perspectives,” presenter, “New Families and Genetic Identities: 

Developments in Law, Policy, and Research,” University College London, UK, June 20-21, 2013 
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“Fetal Imaging and Imagining the Fetus,” lecture given at “Abortion, Motherhood, and the Medical Profession,” 
British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) in collaboration with the Sexuality and Sexual Health Section of the 
Royal Society of Medicine (RSM), London UK, June 12, 2013 

“Reforming Abortion Law: Comparative Perspectives,” keynote speaker, Centre for Criminal Justice and Human 
Rights, Faculty of Law, University College Cork, Ireland, March 22, 2013 

“Deconstructing and Reconstructing ‘Mother’: Regulating Motherhood in International and Comparative 
Perspective,” presenter, Columbia University International Affairs, November 30, 2012 

Visiting Faculty, American Contract Law, lectures given to Cuban lawyers, Center for Inter-American Legal 
Education, Havana, Cuba, March 22-29, 2012 

“Abortion in the US: Popularity, Politics and Practice,” British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS), 2012 Public 
Lecture at The Medical Society of London, March 7, 2012 

“Relational Contracts at Work at Home,” presented at Lyrical and Empirical: The Work of Stewart, Macauley 
Madison, Wisconsin, October 22, 2011 

“Legislative Emotions and Bereavement’s Special Claim,” American Society for Political and Legal Philosophy 
Session on “Passions and Emotions,” Boston, Mass, December 28, 2010 

"Morally or Medically Informed Consent: The Case of Mandatory Ultrasound," Praefectus Seminar Series, Balliol 
Graduate Centre, Holywell Manor, Oxford, February 10, 2009 

"Not Pictured: Abortion and the Visual Construction of Loss," Centre for Law and Society, School of Law, 
University of Edinburgh School of Law, October 23, 2008 

“Regulating Teenage Abortion: A Comparative US/UK View, Pastoral Discussion Series, Balliol College, February 
5, 2008; St. Anne’s Graduate Student Workshop, Feb. 19, 2009 

"The Eye of the Storm: Mandatory Ultrasound and Fetal Confrontation, " University of Virginia Law and 
Humanities Colloquium, March 23, 2008; New York Law and Society Colloquium, NYU Law School, February  
12, 2008; Chicago-Kent Faculty Workshop, October 14, 2007. Panel on Legal Persons and Imagined Bodies, 
Law and Society Annual Meeting, July 27, 2007, Berlin, Germany 

"The Politics of Early Intervention," presented at panel on "Coercive Intervention at Birth and Early Infancy," 
Harvard Law School Child Advocacy Program and ABA Center on Children and the Law's12th National 
Conference on Children and the Law, April 13-15, 2007, Cambridge, Mass. 

"Developing Markets in Baby-Making,” Hofstra Colloquium on Gender, Law & Policy, Hofstra Law 
School, September 5, 2006; Fordham Law School, September 28, 2006 
“Social Rights in the Culture of Life,” Conference on Social Rights in Transatlantic Perspective, Casa Italiana, 

Columbia University, March 30-31, 2006 
“Family Disenfranchisement,” Conference on Citizenship and Gender, Hofstra Law School, October 2006 
“Comparative Social Rights,” Faculty Seminar, European University Institute, Florence, Italy, May 15, 2006 
“Infant Safe Haven Laws: Legislating in the Culture of Life,” Faculty workshops at Harvard Law School Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, May 27, 2006; Western Michigan Law School, Lansing, Michigan, February 22, 2006; 
Vanderbilt Law School, Nashville, Tennessee, February 2, 2006; George Washington Law School, Washington, 
D.C., January, 2006; University of Colorado Law School, Boulder, Colorado, November 4, 2005; Minnesota 
Public Law Workshop, Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 13, 2005 

“Moral Motherhood, Moral Panic, and Infant Safe Haven Legislation,” Law, Culture, and Humanities Conference 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 2005  

 “I Do?: The Social, Legal, and Cultural Definitions of Marriage,” Princeton Theological Seminary, February 18, 
2005 

“Parental Involvement: The Judicial Bypass Process,” Law Students for Choice First National Conference, Harvard 
Law School, February 5, 2005 

“Gay Rights and Same-sex Marriage in American Courts,” Conference on Supreme Court and American Politics, 
Princeton University, May 27, 2004 

“Sleeping with Clients: Policies and Practices,” CLE Ethics Course sponsored by Columbia Alumnae Association, 
May 6, 2004 

“Intimate Mergers: The Disappearing Borders of Contract and Family Law,” Law and Public Affairs (LAPA) Forum, 
Princeton University, December 9, 2003  
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 “Regulating Teenage Abortion in the United States,” International Research Seminar on Between Autonomy and 
Dependency: Legal and Social Perspectives on Reproductive Rights, Pregnancy, and Teenage Motherhood, 
University of Hildesheim, Hildesheim, Germany, November 6-8, 2003 

“Sex, Sense, and the Culturally Complex Workplace,” Workshop on Development of EUI Harassment Policies, 
European University Institute, Florence, Italy, March 14, 2003 

“Compelling Narrative: Judicial By-pass Hearings and the Misuse of Law,” on panel Trial as Narrative, Law, 
Culture and Humanities Meeting, University of Pennsylvania Law School, March 8, 2002; Annual Meeting, Law 
and Society Association, Miami Beach, Florida, May 30, 2000 

“Placing the Adoptive Self,” Faculty workshops at Moritz College of Law, Ohio State University, November 8, 
2001; Brooklyn Law School, Fall 2000; and University of Miami Law School, Spring 2001 

“Feminist Insights in Everyday Cases: The Case of Contracts,” Annual Meeting, National Association of Women 
Judges, New York, New York, October 5, 2001 

 “Emotions in Legal Contexts,” Conference on The Passions of Law, William and Mary Law School, Williamsburg, 
Virginia, February 16, 2001 

“Grandparent Visitation After Troxel,” NYSBA Annual Meeting, Section on Family Law, New York State Bar 
Association, January 2001 

“Feminism and Adoption: Women All The Way Down,” NOMOS Panel on Child, Family and State, Annual 
Meeting, American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 2, 1999 

“Consensual Sex in the Academy,” Faculty Workshops, Iowa Law School, Spring 1998; University of Minnesota 
Law School, Spring 1998 

“Legal and Literary Portrayals of Absent Mothers,” Colloquium on Law and Society, Princeton University, October 
2, 1998 

“Marriage as Business: The Problem of Investor Liability,” Annual Meeting, Family Law Section, AALS, San 
Francisco, CA, January, 1998 

“Women in Law Firms and Law Schools,” Association of the Bar of the City of New York, March 6, 1997 
“Judicial Imagination and Mothers' Decisions to Withhold Treatment,” Society of Fellows, Columbia University, 

October 12, 1995 
“Mother From Child: Maternal Decisions to Separate from Children,” Feminist Theory Workshop, Chicago Law 

School, February 9, 1995; Institute for Research on Women and Gender, Columbia University Law School, April 
13, 1995 

“Cars, Culture, and the Gendered Nature of Space,” Interdisciplinary Conference on Women's Sexuality and 
Violence, University of Pennsylvania Law School, March 30, 1995 

“Separation and Abandonment: The Matter of Perspective,” First Annual Lecture, Samuel and Kathryn Rinella 
Fund for Family Law Studies, DePaul University Law School, Chicago, Illinois, April 18, 1994 

“Speaking for Oneself: Teenage Abortion Hearings,” 1993 LSA Annual Meeting, Law and Society Association, 
Chicago, Illinois, May 26, 1993 

“Sex, Reason, and Women,” Symposium on Richard Posner's Sex and Reason, the Gruter Institute Stanford Law 
School, March 7, 1993 

“Lust,” University Lecture Series on The Seven Deadly Sins, Stanford University, November, 1991 
“The Absent Mother in Law and Literature,” presented at Symposium on Motherhood, University of Southern 

California, Los Angeles, CA, April 12, 1991; Symposium on Women in Law and Literature, University of Texas, 
Austin, Texas, March 2, 1991; and Feminist Theory Workshop, University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison, 
Wisconsin, June 18-22, 1990 

“Child Abandonment in Historical and Social Context,” 1990 LSA Annual Meeting, Law and Society 
Association, Berkeley, California, June 1, 1990 
“Competing Sovereignties,” panel on Exclusion and the National Community, Annual Meeting, Law and Society 

Association, Madison, Wisconsin, June 10, 1989 
“Statutory Emancipation: Legal Facilitation of Premature Adulthood,” Annual Meeting, American 

Orthopsychiatric Association, San Francisco, California, April 30, 1988; Annual Meeting, Society for Research 
on Child Development, Kansas City, Missouri, April 16, 1989 

“The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 and the Undocumented Family,” presented at Roundtable on 
Current Research in Immigration, 1987 LSA Annual Meeting, Law and Society Association, June 12, 1987; 
Annual Meeting, Immigration Law Section, AALS, Los Angeles, California, January 5, 1989 
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“Family Reunification: Federal Law and State Practices,” National Unaccompanied Refugee Minor Conference, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 18, 1986 

“Accommodating Religion in Child Care Regulation,” presented at National Association for the Education of 
Young Children Annual Conference, Association for Regulatory Administration, Washington, D.C., November 
13, 1986; National teleconference sponsored by the National Child Welfare Resource Center, University of 
Southern Maine, November 6, 1986 

“Unaccompanied Alien Children Under American Law,” International Social Service Standing Committee on 
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors in European Countries, Veile, Denmark, June 5-7, 1986 

 
MEDIA INTERVIEWS (Selected) 

Dialogue on Abortion between Prof. Carol Sanger and Third Year CLS student Madeline Hopper (video produced 
by CLS Public Affairs Office); http://www.law.columbia.edu/news/2017/03/carol-sanger-book-abortion 

Women Should Not Be Ashamed To Talk About Abortion: A Conversation with Author Carol Sanger by Jordan 
Smith in The Intercept, May 9, 2017; https://theintercept.com/2017/05/09/women-should-not-be-ashamed-
to-talk-about-abortion-a-conversation-with-author-carol-sanger/ 

National Public Radio, Tell Me More, “New Law Opens Birth Certificates, Sparks Questions,” December 24, 2013, 
available at http://www.npr.org/2013/12/24/256853037/new-law-opens-birth-certificates-sparks-questions 

Cara Buckley, Safe Haven Laws Fail to End Discarding of Babies, New York Times, January 13, 2007  
Radio France (Culture):  Interview on Abortion in the United States, May 8, 2006 
National Public Radio, Talk of the Nation, “Fathers Fight for Paternal Rights,” March 27, 2006, available at 

<http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5303741> 
Lewin, Tamar, “Unwed Fathers Fight for Babies Placed for Adoption by Mothers,” New York Times, March 19, 

2006, p. 1 col. 1 
Gilgoff, Dan, “Tied in Knots by Gay Marriage: The Politics of Bush’s Amendment to the Culture Wars Are Complex 

for Both Parties,” U.S. News & World Report, March 8, 2004 
CBS Evening News Interview, A Teenage Boy Seeks to Sever Ties with Father, April 29, 2004 
Lewin, Tamar, “Ideas & Trends: Untying the Knot; For Better or Worse: Marriage’s Stormy Future,” New York 

Times, November 23, 2003 
Lewin, Tamar, “The Nation: Taking After Father; A Frozen Sperm Riddle,” New York Times, January 13, 2002 
Lewin, Tamar, “Among Nuptial Agreements, Post- Has Now Joined Pre-,” New York Times, July 7, 2001 
Glaberson, William, “The Elian Gonzalez Case: The Legal Questions,” New York Times, April 22, 2000 

 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES (Selected)  

National Committee of Bar Examiners, Member, Contracts Drafting Committee, 2000-present  
Judicial Bypass Project Advisory Meeting, Member, National Partnership for Women & Families 

2008-present 
Committee on Matrimonial Law, Association of the Bar of the City of New York, 2002-03 
 
Association of American Law Schools 
Member, Committee on Becoming a Law Teacher, 2018-present  
Member, Executive Committee, Section on Contracts, 2007-present 
Chair, Section on Interpretation, 2005 
Chair, Section on Contracts, 2001; Program Chair, 2000 
Chair, Section on Immigration Law, 1991; Program Chair, 1999 
Chair, Section on Family Law, 1987; Program Chair, 1986 
Member, Committee on Curriculum and Research, 1995-1998 
 
Reviewer and Editorial Board 
Regularly read and review manuscripts in areas of family and gender for university presses and juried journals 

(Princeton UP, Oxford UP, NYUP, Columbia UP, Harvard UP, Journal of Law and Social Inquiry, Law and Society 
Review) 

Advisory Board, Routledge Handbook of Family Law and Policy (John Ekeelaar and Robert George, eds., 2014) 
 



9 
 

Law and Society Association 
Trustee (elected three-year term), 1998-2001 
Planning Committee, Graduate Student Workshop for 2001 Annual Meeting 
Faculty, Law and Society Association Graduate Student Workshop, Annual Meeting, Chicago, May 25-26, 1993 

 
Public Service 
Taught summer school classes to Thurgood Marshall interns (minority NYC public high school student aspiring to 

law school), 2000-2013 
Guardian ad litem for foster children in federal action against New York City for improper removal, 2006-2007 
Faculty, Putting Children First (summer program for graduate students) Center for Children and Families, 

Columbia University, Teachers College, 2000 and 1998 
Member, Board of Directors, Child Care Law Center, San Francisco, CA, June, 1988-1992 
Member, American Immigration Lawyers Association Committee on Regulatory Comments, drafted Comments 

on Proposed Asylum and Withholding of Deportation Regulations, May, 1988 
Faculty Sponsor, Santa Clara University Law School Legalization Project; organized and trained law students to 

assist in processing alien legalization applications under the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 
Member, Minors in Immigration Proceedings Project Advisory Committee, International Social Service America 

Branch (1985-1987) (evaluated treatment of alien children in INS detention) 
Testimony before California Senate Health and Human Services Committee in opposition to Senate Bill 2465 

(proposed exemption for church-run day care centers) April 16, 1986 
 
MEMBERSHIPS 

Bar Admissions and Memberships 
California 1976; U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California 1976; U.S. District Court for the Central   

District of California 1976 
California Bar Association; American Bar Association 
 
Consultant 
Youth Advocate Programs, 2013-14 (pro bono) Spence-Chapin Adoption Services, Spring 2007 State of 

Mississippi, Governor's Office, regulation of residential childcare facilities, Spring- Summer 1988 
Ohio Department of Human Services on Ohio House Bill 1435 (comprehensive child care regulations), Nov. 1985 
Migration and Refugee Services, United States Catholic Conference, New York, NY (on-going legal advice 

regarding refugee resettlement), 1983-1988 
 
OTHER EMPLOYMENT 

Litigation Law Associate     October 1976 - July 1979 
Landels, Ripley & Diamond 
 
High School History and English Teacher   September 1970 - June 1973 
South Lyon, Michigan and Vicenza, Italy 

 
PERSONAL  

Birth date: 12/30/48; Nurnberg, Germany       
Partner: Jeremy Waldron 


